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SEASON of CREATION –  SEPTEMBER 6, 2020 

 
Welcome! We are glad you have joined us today. May you feel the 
warmth of God’s presence.  
 

Our Mission: 
To live God’s love through our actions: Seek, Serve, Challenge. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Reflection Question: 
"What is God saying to me through Creation?" 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
WE GATHER AND APPROACH GOD 

 
Welcome and Announcements – Karen Munday 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle:  
One  The light of Christ shines through all creation. 
All:   We celebrate Christ’s life and light. 
 
Call to Worship: (adapted from online Creation Liturgies Year A) 
One:    In the name of the Creator, the fountain of life,  
  the name of Christ, the pulse of life,  
  and the name of the Spirit, the breath of life. 
All:  Holy! Holy! Holy! 
            The earth is filled with God’s presence. 
One:  God, reveal yourself to us today.  Show us your face in all creation 
All:  Holy! Holy! Holy! 
            The earth is filled with God’s presence.   
 
 
Opening Hymn V.U. 293 “We Praise You, Creator”                                             
               Cantor:  Renee Fajardo,  alto choral lead 

      Piano:  J.-C. Coolen, Music Minister



 

1 We praise you, Creator, in earth, sea, and sky: 
 our Ruler, our Maker, our Sovereign most high. 
 Each new generation lifts voices in praise; 
 how good your creation, how gracious your ways! 
 
2 Each springtime the blossoms bloom fragrant once more; 
 each summer and autumn brings forth its rich store. 
 With witness compelling our praise and our prayer, 
 creation is telling of your faithful care. 
 
3 Your wondrous works teach us, Creator, to trace 
 the limitless reaches of your love and grace. 
 Your grace dwells among us, your love goes before: 
 from eldest to youngest we praise and adore. 

                                                 
Words: Edmund Louis Budry. Public Domain. Translation: Andrew Donaldson. © 1993 
Andrew Donaldson. Reproduced under One License #A-622413. 

 
 

    Prayer of Approach: 
One:  God is with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
One:  Let us pray together: 
All:  Creator God, we marvel at your gift of creation and your call for us 
to be stewards of all that you have given.  Strengthen our awareness of 
the harm we can cause to your earth and to one another, that we may 
recommit ourselves to the healing of the earth and your people. We seek 
your grace and your forgiveness as we offer ourselves to your service in 
the name of Jesus the Christ. Amen.  
 
A Time for the Child in All of Us 
 
 

LISTENING FOR GOD'S WORD 
 

Matthew 18:15-20   Reader: Rev. Linda Maw  
Romans 13:10  
Jesus teaches ways to resolve conflict and the Apostle Paul points to love  
 
 



 

Musical Offering: “Softly and Tenderly” –Will L. Thompson, arr. Hugh Alexander 
                            Renee Fajardo, mezzo soprano 
                            J.-C. Coolen, piano 
 
Sermon: “Loving Our Neighbours” 
  -Rev. Debbie Johnson 
 
 
Hymn V.U. 565 “Love, Who Made Me in Your Likeness” (vs. 1, 4, 5) 

Cantor:  Renee Fajardo, alto choral lead 
Piano:   J.-C. Coolen, Music Minister  

 
 1 Love, who made me in your likeness, 
 to your image forming me; 
 Love, who showed such gentle kindness 
 when I fell, restoring me: 
  Love, I give myself to be 
  one with you, eternally. 
        
4 Love, my Life, my Truth, my Splendour, 
 living Spirit, Mighty Word; 
 Love, by whose full self-surrender 
 my heart's wholeness is restored: 
  Love, I give myself to be 
  one with you, eternally. 
 
5 Love, whose yoke is laid upon me, 
 liberating life and mind; 
 Love, whose grace has overcome me, 
 here is freedom, unconfined: 
  Love, I give myself to be 
  one with you, eternally.                                             

 
Words: Johann Scheffler. Public Domain.  Translation: Alan Gaunt. © 1991 Stainer & Bell, 
Ltd., admin. Hope Publishing Company. Reproduced under One License #A-622413. 

 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD 
  
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession – Rev. Debbie Johnson 
The Lord’s Prayer (spoken) 
 
 



 

Closing Hymn V. U.  333 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” (vs. 1, 3)  
Cantor: Renee Fajardo, alto choral lead 
Piano:   J.-C. Coolen, Music Minister 
 

  1     Love divine, all loves excelling, 
  joy of heaven to earth come down, 
 fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
  all thy faithful mercies crown. 
 Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
  pure, unbounded love thou art; 
 visit us with thy salvation, 
  enter every trembling heart. 
 
3 Finish, then, thy new creation; 
  pure and spotless let us be; 
 let us see thy great salvation 
  perfectly restored in thee, 
 changed from glory into glory, 
  till in heaven we take our place, 
 till we cast our crowns before thee, 
  lost in wonder, love, and praise. 
 

Words: Charles Wesley. Public Domain  
 
Commissioning and Benediction – Rev. Debbie Johnson & Karen Munday 

   
Congregational Benediction: “Prayer of Dedication” –Don Besig 
        Cantor:    Renee Fajardo, alto choral lead 
        Descant:  Kathleen Wells, soprano choral lead 
        Piano:      J.- C. Coolen, Minister of Music 
 
Go with us, Lord, as now we depart, 
Calming the fears that trouble each heart. 
Keep us all in your grace 
Until we come, again, to this place. 
 
Now we will walk in peace with the Lord, 
Living in faith and teaching His word. 
Share His love every day, 
For He has surely shown us the way!  Amen. 
                    Words: Nancy Price and Don Besig. © 1991 Alfred Publishing Co., Inc.   

                     Reproduced under One License #A-622413 



 

Welcome back and thank you to Rev. Debbie Johnson, our guest minister 
this morning and next Sunday. She served as the Congregational Life Minister 
at North Bramalea United Church from 2008 - 2019. Prior to this Rev. Debbie 
was the Faith Formation and Leadership Development staff person for Hamilton 
Conference of the United Church. 

 * * * * * 
Today, we also welcome to our church services and choirs, mezzo-soprano 
Renee Fajardo, our new Alto choral lead. Renee was born and raised in 
Manila, Philippines and currently studies with Elizabeth Mcdonald in the 
University of Toronto Opera program. She graduated with First Class honours 
from the Guildhall School of Music and Drama, London, England and has 
performed as a soloist across the Philippines, UK, France, Austria, Greece and 
Switzerland and is a recent member of the Nathaniel Dett Chorale. Renee is 
grateful to be currently based in the city of Toronto, and recognizes it as the 
traditional territory of many First nations including the Mississaugas of the Credit 
and now home to many diverse First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples.  

* * * * * 
Thank you to J.-C. Coolen, Renee Fajardo and Kathleen Wells for their 
enriching music ministry; to Gord Burrell, our sound tech and creator of the 
audio recordings; to Karen Munday for presiding this morning and once again 
creating the slides; to Don Munday for creating and producing our audio-visual 
virtual worship experience and Rod Lord for reading the “All” portions of the 
congregational responses. 

* * * * * 
Happy Birthday to our St. James family members who celebrate their birthdays 
this coming week. We are glad you were born and give God thanks for your 
lives:  
Susan Nolte September 6, Elda Dunham September 7, Peter Richards 
September 8, Aidan Rideout September 8, John Beaton September 11, Holly 
Cormier September 11, Bill Thompson September 12.  Please note: anyone 
submitting the names of people celebrating birthdays needs the permission of 
those individuals first. 

* * * * * 
St James Office Hours: Our office will be closed Monday, September 7 for the 
Labour Day Holiday.  Starting Sept 8th Matty DeCarolis, St James’ Office 
Administrator, will be in the office Monday to Friday, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

* * * * * 
For St James’ pastoral care emergencies and concerns please contact Rev 



 

Linda Maw until Sept 13th (416-620-9508). 
* * * * * 

Rev Maya Douglas will be beginning her ministry with St James on Sept.14th 
and will be in the pulpit for the Sept 20th service. All services in Sept will 
continue to be virtual. Starting with this Sunday the services will be pre-taped 
but in a Live Streaming format. There will be a learning curve so please bear 
with the team as they familiarize themselves with the new camera and process. 
At the present time the first service that the congregation will be able to attend in 
person is expected to be Oct. 4th. Information on how this will unfold and the 
safety precautions that will be in place will be provided later in the month. 

* * * * * 
St James’ Sunday School will be starting up again this month beginning with 
“Kick off Sunday” on Sept 20th by zoom at 1:30 p.m. with special guest, our new 
minister, Rev Maya, attending.  Karen Forgrave, Sunday School superintendent, 
shared that the possibility of transitioning to in-person Sunday School will be 
revisited in October...Please contact Karen at Karen_forgrave@hotmail.com if 
you have a child/grandchild from JK to Grade 9 who would like to participate, so 
that Karen can be sure that you are included in the mailing list, and she can 
send you the Zoom Link” 

* * * * * 
Epistle Newsletter – The deadline for submission to the Epistle Newsletter is 
Sunday, September 27th at noon.  Articles can be dropped off in the Epistle mail 
slot at church, although, due to COVID-19, emailed submissions are preferred.  
Email submissions can be sent to sjepistle@yahoo.com.  

* * * * * 
BROADVIEW, (previously The Observer), is an award-winning magazine! In 
recent years it has been honoured by the National Magazine Awards, The 
Associated Church Press, The Canadian Council Press, Amnesty International 
and more!  Each September, St. James renews its’ group subscription.  The 
cost for an annual subscription is $25.00 (taxes included).  If you wish to renew 
your subscription or start a new one, please choose one of the following ways to 
submit your $25.00 subscription amount.   
-Via cheque: You may mail or drop off a cheque to the church.  Please make 
sure your name is on the envelope and that it is labeled “BROADVIEW”.   
-Via PayPal: You may submit your $25 via PayPal on our website at 
www.stjamesunitedchurch.com, under the “donate” tab.  Please add under 
“Special instructions” the word “Broadview”.   



 

-Via e-transfer: You may send an e-transfer to the church to 
stjames_uc@rogers.com.  Please also include a note saying it is for your 
Broadview subscription.    
Subscriptions can be added at any time throughout the year, but to avoid 
interruption in service, please notify us by September 9.  Please note that this 
amount of $25, is non-receiptable. 


