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LENT IV - SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 2020 

 
Welcome! We are glad you have joined us in worship. May you feel the warmth of 
God’s presence.  

Our Mission: 
To live God’s love through our actions: Seek, Serve, Challenge. 

 
Reflection Question: 

"What is the blessing God wants for me?" 
 

 
WE GATHER AND APPROACH GOD 
 Welcome and Announcements – Rev. Coral Prebble 
 
Hymn: 602 “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” – verse 1 
Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 
The unity of heart and mind  
Is like to that above.  
 
Lighting the Christ Candle:  
One:  The Light of Christ inspires us. 
All:  We walk in the Light of Christ’s life. 
 
Call to Worship: (Based on Psalm 23) 
One: The Lord is our Shepherd. 
All:   When we feel lost and alone, and the world seems a scary place,  
One:  You restore our souls. 
All:  Even when we walk through the darkest valleys,  
One: You are with us.  We are never alone! 
 
Opening Hymn: 371 “Open My Eyes, That I May See” 

Open my eyes, that I may see 
  glimpses of truth thou hast for me; 
  place in my hands the wonderful key 
  that shall unclasp and set me free. 
 Refrain: 

       Silently now I wait for thee, 
  ready, my God, thy will to see. 
  Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine! 
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Open my ears, that I may hear 

  voices of truth thou sendest clear; 
  and while the wavenotes fall on my ear, 
  everything false will disappear.  
Refrain:  

Silently now I wait for thee, 
  ready, my God, thy will to see. 
  Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

  
     * Prayer of Approach: 

One: God is with you. 
All: And also with you. 
One: Let us pray together: 
All:  Loving God, we come today seeking to know you, feel your Presence and 
hear your voice.  We also come seeking your love and guidance in these 
challenging times and changing circumstances.  When the future is unknown 
and some of our daily routines and ways of relating are no longer advisable, 
grant us flexibility, patience and wisdom.  Open us to new possibilities, fill us 
with hope and give us compassion for ourselves and others, in Christ’s name.  
Amen.	

 
Musical Offering: “The Lord's My Shepherd” (arr. Larry Shackley) 
      [P] (c) 2014 Hope Publishing Company 
 
LISTENING FOR GOD'S WORD 
John 9:1-41 Readers:  Rev. Debbie Johnson & Rev. Coral Prebble 
Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind 
 
Sermon: “Judging a Book by its Cover” 
  -Rev. Debbie Johnson 
 

   Hymn 266 “Amazing Grace”   
 
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 
* that saved a wretch like me! (* or “saved and strengthened me”) 
I once was lost, but now am found, 
was blind, but now I see. 
 
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
and grace my fears relieved; 
how precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed. 
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Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 
I have already come; 
'tis grace that brought me safe thus far, 
and grace will lead me home. 
 
RESPONDING TO GOD 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession – Rev. Coral Prebble 

   
   Closing Hymn: 424 “May the God of Hope Go With Us”  
    
  May the God of hope go with us every day, 
 filling all our lives with love and joy and peace. 
 May the God of justice speed us on our way, 
 bringing light and hope to every land and race. 
   

Refrain: 
Praying, let us work for peace, 

  singing, share our joy with all, 
  working for a world that's new, 
  faithful when we hear Christ's call. 
 
  May the God of healing free the earth from fear, 
 freeing us for peace, both treasured and pursued. 
 May the God of love keep our commitment clear 
 to a world restored, to human life renewed.  R 

 
    Commissioning and Benediction 

  Congregational Benediction: “Prayer of Dedication” –Don Besig 
Go with us, Lord, as now we depart, 
Calming the fears that trouble each heart. 
Keep us all in your grace 
Until we come, again, to this place. 
 
Now we will walk in peace with the Lord, 
Living in faith and teaching His word. 
Share His love every day, 
For He has surely shown us the way!  Amen. 
 
Postlude 
“Basse et Dessus de Trompette ou de Cornet Separé, en Dialogue”  

(Louis-Nicolas Clérambault) 
* * * * * 
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Welcome and thank you to Rev. Debbie Johnson, our special guest preacher who 
comes highly recommended.  She served as the Congregational Life Minister at North 
Bramalea United Church from 2008 - 2019. Prior to this Rev. Debbie was the Faith 
Formation and Leadership Development staff person for Hamilton Conference of the 
United Church. 
 
Thank you to Bill Price for singing the hymns this Sunday.  
 
Sunday, March 29 on our Website 
Lent 5, Rev. Coral Prebble preaching on Ezekiel 37:1-14 the valley of dry bones, and 
John 11: 1-45 the raising of Lazarus. 


